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Amendments To The Claims 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for identifying playback devices of a 
plurality of client apparatuses which are networked to simultaneously playback an event, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving requests prior to a start tun e from each of the cUent apparatuses to 

simultaneously playback the event; 

identifying a type of the playback device of each of the chent apparatuses; 

looking up a command associated with the identified type of the playback device; 

determining whether each request is received during a predefined threshold period 
prior to a start time of initially beginning t he sunultaneous playback of the event; and 

sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for initially beginning 
the playback of the event at the start time simultaneously vyith the playback of the event on each 
of the remaining client apparatuses for those requests received during the predefined threshold 
period, and sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for begirming the 
simultaneous p layback of the event simultaneously at a predetermined point during the playback 
for those requests not received during the threshold period. 

Claim 2 (Origmal): A method as recited in claim 1, wherein Ae event includes a 
video and audio presentation. 

Claim 3 (Original): A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the type of the 
playback device is identified utilizing the network. 

Claim 4 (Original): A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the network is a wide 

area network. 
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Claim 5 (Original): A method as recited in claim 1, and further comprising the 
step of storing on the cUent apparatus an identifier of a host server that sent the command. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising playing a digital video disc (DVD) during the event. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A computer program embodied on a computer 
readable medium for identifying playback devices of a plurality of chent apparatuses which are 
networked to simultaneously playback an event, comprising: 

a code segment for receiving requests prior to a start tim e from each of the client 
apparatuses to simultaneous playback the event; 

a code segment for identifying a type of the playback device of each of the client 

apparatuses; 

a code segmCTt for looking up a command associated with the identified type of 
the playback device; 

a code segment for determining whether each request is received during a 
predefined threshold period prior to a start time of initiallvbegitming t he simultaneous playback 
of the event; and 

a code segment for sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for 
initiaUv b eginning the playback of the event at the start time s imultaneously with the playback of 
the event on each of the remaining cUent apparatuses for those requests received during the 
predefined threshold period, and sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for 
beginning the simultaneous p layback of the event simultaneously at a predetermined point during 
the playback for those requests not received during the threshold period. 

Claim 8 (Original): A computer program as recited in claim 7, wherein the event 
includes a video and audio presentation. 
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Claim 9 (Original): A computer program as recited in claim 7, wherein the type 
of the playback device is identified utilizing the network. 

Claim 10 (Origmal): A computer program as recited in claim 7, wherein the 
network is a wide area network. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): A computer program as recited in claim 7, and furflier 
comprising a code segment for storing on the cUent apparatus an identifier of a host server that 
sent the command. 

Claim 1 2 (previously presented): A computer program as recited in claim 7 
further comprising a code segment for playing a digital video disc (DVD) during the event. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A system for idmtifying playback devices of a 
pliuality of client apparatuses which are networked to simultaneously playback an event, 
comprising: 

logic for receiving requests prior to a gtort tim e from each of the client apparatuses 
to simultaneous playback the event; 

logic for identifying a type of the playback device of each of the cUent 

apparatuses; 

logic for looking up a command associated with the identified type of the 
playback device; 

logic for detemiining whether each request is received during a predefined 
threshold period prior to a start time of initiallv begmning t he simultaneous playback of the 
event; and 



PAGE 6/14 ' RCVD AT 2/21/2006 7:12:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-«i/33 * DNI8:2738300 * CSID:8585320095 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04-38 



02/21/06 16:13 FAX 8585520095 



I2I007 



App. No. 09/489,597 
Amendment E 
Page 5 

logic for sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for initiaUy 
beginning the playback of the event at the start time simultaneously with the playback of the 
event on each of the remaining client apparatuses for those requests received during the 
predefined threshold period, and sending the command to the corresponding client apparatus for 
beginning the simultaneous p layback of the event simultaneously at a predetennined point during 
the playback for those requests not received during the threshold period. 

Claim 14 (Original): A system as recited in claim 13, wherein thie event includes 
a video and audio presentation. 

Claim 15 (Original): A system as recited in claim 13, wherein the type of the 
playback device is identified utilizing the network. 

Claim 16 (Original): A system as recited in claim 13, wherein the network is a 
wide area network. 

Claim 17 (Original): A system as recited in claim 13, and fijrther comprising 
logic for storing on the client apparatus an identifi^ of a host server that sent the command. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A system as recited in claim 13 fiirther 
comprising logic for playing a digital video disc (DVD) during the event. 
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